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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . Claims 1 -28 are presented for examination . 

Claim Objections 

2. Claims 2-10, 12-20, and 22-28 are objected to because of the following 
informalities: 

3. Claims 2-10 recite, "an alarm clock IC" on line 1 of their corresponding claims, 
should be "the alarm clock IC". 

4. Claims 12-20 recite, "an alarm clock PC system" on line 1 of their corresponding 
claims, should be "the alarm clock PC system". 

5. Claims 22-28 recite, "a method" on line 1 of their corresponding claims, should 
be "the method". 

6. Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

7. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter, which the applicant regards as his invention. 

8. Claims 1-28 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being 
indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which 
applicant regards as the invention. 

9. Claim 1 recites the limitation "the power status" on page 9 line 3. There is 
insufficient antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. 

10. Claim 1 1 recited the limitation "the power status" on page 10 line 12. There is 
insufficient antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. 



Application/Control Number: 1 0/692,21 1 Page 3 

Art Unit: 2115 

1 1 . Claim 21 recited the limitation "the power status" on page 12 line 2. There is 
insufficient antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

12. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

13. Claims 1, 5, 6, 7, 10, 11, 15, 16, 17, 20, 21, 25, 26, and 27 are rejected under 35 
U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Wisor (US Patent No. 5,422,862) in view of 
Goff et al. (US Patent No. 6,105,142). 

14. As per claims 1,11, and 21 Wisor teaches the claimed invention comprising: 

An alarm clock IC adapted for use in a personal computer (PC) (Col 3 lines 21-24 
and line 34-42), adapted to generate an alarm clock event at a preselected time (Col. 3 
lines 34-42). 

15. Wisor teaches an alarm clock circuit for use in a computer system, which allows 
the programmer to set a time and date in which to generate an alarm event or control 
signal. Wisor does not explicitly teach that the alarm clock circuit is able to receive a 
signal indicative of the power status of the computer system. 

16. Goff et al. teach an alarm clock power management system adapted to receive a 
signal indicative of the power status of said PC (Col. 7 lines 37-57). Specifically, Goff et 
al. teaches an alarm clock power management system, which is able to receive and 
store information about the power mode and the level of power being supplied to a 
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computer system, and then generate an alarm event or control signal at a preselected 
time. 

17. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to combine Wisor 
and Goff et al. because they both deal power management of computer system using 
an alarm clock to generate an alarm event or control signal at a preselected time. 
Furthermore, Goff et al. teaches the deficiency of Wisor by teaching that the circuit is 
able to receive a signal indicative of the power status of the computer system. 

1 8. As per claims 5, 1 5, and 25 Wisor teaches the invention comprising: 

alarm clock event comprises the generation of a control signal to control said 
power control circuitry to turn ON said PC system based upon said signal indicative of 
the power status of said PC (Col. 1 lines 33-37 and Col. 3 lines 34-41). 

19. As per claims 6, 16, and 26 Wisor teaches the invention comprising: 

alarm clock event comprises the generation of a control signal to control said 
power control circuitry to turn OFF said PC system based upon said signal indicative of 
the power status of said PC (Col. 1 lines 33-37 and Col. 3 lines 34-41). 

20. As per claims 7, 17, and 27 Goff et al. teaches the invention comprising: 
alarm clock event comprises the generation of a control signal to launch an 

application program associated with said PC, said application program adapted to 
control one or more modules associated with said PC (Col. 6 lines 44-67 and Col. 7 
lines 1-12 and lines 37-57 The operating system of the computer which is started upon 
operation of the computer has control of one or more modules associated with the 
computer). 
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21 . As per claims 10 and 20 Wisor teaches the invention comprising: 

a host interface adapted to interface said alarm clock logic circuitry to a bus 
associated with said PC (Col. 3 lines 22-24 and lines 43-46) 

22. Claims 2, 4, 12, 14, 22 and 24 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Wisor (US Patent No. 5,422,862) in view of Goff et al. (US Patent No. 
6,105,142) in further view of Bolleman et al. (US Patent No. 6,286,063). 

23. As per claims 2, 4, 12, 14, 22, and 24 Wisor and Goff et al. teach the claimed 
invention for all of the reasons stated above. Additionally, Wisor and Goff et al. teach 
that the alarm event can be used to control a variety of system functions. Wisor and 
Goff et al. fail to explicitly detail the alarm event comprising a control signal to control an 
AM/FM device and audio circuit within the PC. 

24. Bolleman et al. teach an alarm clock event comprises the generation of a control 
signal to control an AM/FM radio module associated with said PC (Col 5 lines 60-67 and 
Col. 6 lines 1-7). Additionally, alarm clock event comprises the generation of a control 
signal to control an audio circuit associated with said PC (Col 5 lines 60-67 and Col. 6 
lines 1-7). Specifically, Bolleman et al. teach a power management system with an 
alarm clock event that controls a radio device and audio circuit controls associated with 
the computer. 

25. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to combine the 
teachings of Wisor and Goff et al. and Bolleman et al. because they all teach a power 
management system with an alarm clock event which controls systems of a computer. 
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Bolleman et al. teaches the deficiency of Wisor and Goff et al. by teaching that the 
alarm events control a radio device and an audio circuit associated with the computer. 

26. Claims 3, 13, and 23 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Wisor (US Patent No. 5,422,862) in view of Goff et al. (US Patent No. 6,105,142) 
in further view of Brusky (US Patent No. 6,284,406). 

27. As per claims 3,13, and 23 Wisor and Goff et al. teach the claimed invention for 
all of the reasons stated above. Additionally, Wisor and Goff et al. teach that the alarm 
event can be used to control a variety of system functions. Wisor and Goff et al. fail to 
explicitly detail the alarm event comprising a control signal to control a TV module within 
the PC. 

28. Brusky teaches the generation of a control signal to control a TV module 
associated with said PC (Col. 3 lines 59-66 and Col. 4 lines 23-43). Specifically, Brusky 
teaches a power management system which receives a signal for the system. In 
response to that signal the system then sets the TV module within the computer to 
different power modes to help conserve power. 

29. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to combine the 
teaching of Wisor and Goff et al. and Brusky because they all teach power management 
systems which change the power mode of a computer system in response to a control 
signal. Brusky teaches the deficiency of Wisor and Goff et al. by the control signal 
controlling the power mode of a TV module within the computer system. 
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30. Claims 8 and 18 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Wisor (US Patent No. 5,422,862) in view of Goff et al. (US Patent No. 6,105,142) in 
further view of Tomiyasu (US Patent No. 6,134,187). 

31 . As per claims 8 and 18 Wisor and Goff et al. teach the claimed invention for all of 
the reasons stated above. Wisor and Goff et al. fail to explicitly detail the invention 
comprising a user input interface to permit the user to control the functionality of the 
alarm clock. 

32. Tomiyasu teaches a user input interface adapted to permit a user to control the 
functionality of said alarm clock logic circuitry (Figure 9 and Col. 6 lines 41-48). 
Specifically, Tomiyasu teaches a power management system with a real time clock 
alarm, which generates an alarm event at a preselected time. Additionally, Tomiyasu 
teach a user interface, which give the user the ability to control the functionality of the 
alarm clock. 

33. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to combine the 
teachings of Wisor and Goff et al. and Tamiyasu because they all teach power 
management systems for computer which change the power mode of the comuter 
according an alarm clock event. Tamiyasu teaches the deficiency of Wisor and Goff et 
al. by having a user interface which allows the user to control the functionality of the 
alarm clock. 

34. Claims 9, 19, and 28 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Wisor (US Patent No. 5,422,862) in view of Goff et al. (US Patent No. 6,105,142) 
in further view of Seo (US Patent No. 5,758,172). 
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35. As per claims 9, 19, and 28 Wisor and Goff et al. teach the claimed invention for 
all of the reasons stated above. Wisor and Goff et al. fail to explicitly detail the invention 
comprising a display module to display the power status information of the computer 
system. 

36. Seo teaches a display adapted to display status information related to said alarm 
clock logic circuitry (Col. 2 lines 9-12 and 44-47 and Col. 5 lines 9-11). Specifically, Seo 
teaches a power management system that displays power status information of the 
computer stored in the real time clock. Additionally, the power management system can 
change the power mode according to the reception of an interrupt. 

37. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to combine the 
teachings of Wisor and Goff et al. and Seo because they all teach power management 
system for computers that can change the power mode of the computer according to 
the reception of an interrupt. Seo teaches the deficiency of Wisor and Goff et al. by 
displaying the power status information relating to the computer. 

Conclusion 

38. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Sean Weinman whose phone number is (571) 272- 
2744. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday from 8:00-4:30. 

39. If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Thomas Lee can be reached on (571) 272-3667. The fax number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is (703) 872-9306. 
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40. Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published 
applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status 
information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. For 
more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you 
have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business 
Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

Sean Weinman 
Examiner 
Art Unit 21 15 



